Christ the King Lutheran Church
“One Family Under One King”
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)
3rd Sunday of Easter
Opening Hymn: CW 341 (vs. 1-3)

April 26th, 2020
Crown Him With Many Crowns

1 Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity.
2 Crown him the Lord of love—Behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright.
3 Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save.
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

Greeting and Invocation
P: We begin our service in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: In faith, God gives us the Holy Spirit who works in us both the desire to throw
off the slavery of sin and the power to live a new life. We gather here to confess
our unworthiness before our perfectly worthy God, to remember, be it ever so
temporarily, the ways we have disobeyed him, and to receive the knowledge of
our sure salvation through the light of God’s holy Word and the work of Jesus
Christ in life, death, and resurrection as our Savior. May the Lord renew us in
body, mind, and spirit so that we may be enabled to serve him this now and
always.
C: Be with us Lord, we pray. Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
P: Let us join now in confessing our sins to God and asking for his forgiveness.
C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with
all my heart. I have not always loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For sins
of worrying and sins of selfishness, I confess. For letting anxiety get the best of
me and allowing it to lead me to doubt your power and your reign over all, I
sincerely repent. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
(If you are able and willing, confess to those around you some “outward sins”
you have committed in front of them this past week. Share your “inward sins”
with your God in personal confession. Spouses- this gives you an opportunity
to model humble repentance to your spouse. Parents- this gives you a great
opportunity to model and encourage humble repentance to your children.
Then take some time for silent meditation.)
(At Pastor’s prompt we join:) I am truly sorry for my sins. I have been led by your
Spirit to repent of them. I beg for your mercy, O Lord.
P: Forgive us, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
C: Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to change my sinful life.
P: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For
his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Epistle and History of God’s Church: Acts 2:14a, 36-47
14

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
carefully to what I say.
36

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
37

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for
all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40 With

many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message
were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42 They

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together
and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
13

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about
everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were
kept from recognizing him.
17 He

asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
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They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked
him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have happened there in these days?”
19 “What

things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word
and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed
him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped
that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the
third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed
us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was
alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25 He

said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then
enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained
to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As

they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on
as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is
nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized
him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?”
33 They

got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven
and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has
risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on
the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
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Sermon Hymn: CW 537 (vs.1,3,4)

Onward Christian Soldiers

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.
Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle See his banners go!
Refrain:
Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.
3 Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never ’Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail.
Refrain
4 Onward, then, ye faithful; Join the happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ the King;
This through countless ages Saints and angels sing.
Refrain
Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:17-21
17

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out
your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the
creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through
him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so
your faith and hope are in God.

Sermon Theme: Don’t Get Too Comfortable!
▪ You know better than that!
▪ Our faith and our hope are in God- our redemption and our worth!
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Prayer
P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your
promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
P: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his
life to rescue the lost.
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the
saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us
the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing
the song of victory:
C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor
and glory and praise.
P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and
new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted
to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures.
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the
suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort
them with the hope of eternal life.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy
hearts, we come before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
The Blessing- Spoken by Pastor
P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Closing Hymn: CW 341 (vs. 4)

Crown Him With Many Crowns

4 Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above;
Crown him the King to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love.
Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall;
Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all.

Christ the King Lutheran Church Mission Statement:
Christ's love compels us to grow in his Word and go into the world
spreading the good news of eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus.
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